
 

 

OWEAC Recommended Outcomes for Introduction to Literature: ENG 104, ENG 105 & ENG 106 
 Approved May 2011 

The reading and study of literature is a process by which students develop comprehension and imaginative thinking . It may also help 
students to develop compassion, cultural awareness, ethics, and self-understanding, all skills valuable to our own quality of life and in 
families, college, the workplace, and the community. 

The following outcomes were developed for ENG 104: Fiction, 105: Drama and 106: Poetry in response to the revised AAOT General 
Education outcomes of 2009 and with the understanding that in many institutions these courses are now offered as 4-credit courses. 

The AAOT states  

 As a result of taking General Education Arts & Letters courses a student should be able to:  

 Interpret and engage in the Arts & Letters, making use of the creative process to enrich the quality of life; and   

 Critically analyze values and ethics within a range of human experience and expression to engage more fully in local and 
global issues.      (Outcomes and Criteria for Transferable General Education Courses in Oregon 2009) 

OWEAC’s recommendations for meeting these AAOT requirements through the Introduction to Literature courses include six outcomes 
common to each course. These categories are: 

 Describe the breadth and depth of literary experience 

 Analyze literary elements and devices 

 Practice close reading, interpretation, and use of textual evidence in the interpretation of literary texts 

 Communicate effective, orally and in writing 

 Analyze and understand cultural, social, and aesthetic significance in literary texts 

 Develop critical approaches to literary texts 

Each outcome is followed by a list of activities which describe the range of possible experiences students can encounter in the course and 
proficiencies students can develop as a result of having taken a course. These descriptions are intended as a heuristic and guide for 
instructors, and do not imply a particular form of assessment, nor are they intended to be prescriptive in terms of developing course syllabi. 

Because the courses are taught non-sequentially, the six outcomes are the same for each course, as are many of the specific activities and 
proficiencies described for each outcome.  Genre-specific activities and proficiencies are indicated by italics within the six outcomes for each 
course. 

In addition to these outcomes, OWEAC recommends placement into WR121 or equivalent as a prerequisite for ENG104, 105 and 106. 



 

 

ENG 104 OUTCOMES—OWEAC 5-2011 
Describe Breadth and 
Depth of Literary 
Experience 

Analyze Literary Elements and 
Devices 

Practice close Reading, 
Interpretation, and Use 
of Textual Evidence in 
the interpretation of 
literary texts 

Communicate 
effectively, orally 
and in writing  

Analyze and 
Understand the 
Cultural, Social, and 
Aesthetic Significance 
of literary texts 

 Develop Critical 
Approaches to 
literary texts 

 Demonstrate 
familiarity with 
representative 
examples of works 
from various genres, 
historical periods, and 
cultures 

 Demonstrate 
familiarity with works 
by writers in diverse 
social positions and 
backgrounds 

 Compare elements of 
one work to those of 
others, whether across 
historical, cultural, 
generic, periodic, or 
other categories 

 Read literature to 
enter a dialogue with 
unfamiliar or 
alternative 
perspectives 

 Describe how each 
work of fiction creates 
its own world with its 
own set of rules 

 Distinguish between 
genres: short story, 
parable, folktale, 
fable, novella, novel 

 

 

 Define clearly and use accurately 
vocabulary appropriate to the study of 
literature and the humanities: e.g., 
hero, protagonist, symbol, metaphor, 
image, figure of speech, allegory, 
irony, ambiguity, novel, play, short 
story, lyric poem, epic, 
narrative/narrator 

 Distinguish and describe the basic 
elements of literature: diction, setting, 
point of view, plot, characterization, 
tone, style, voice, theme, symbolism, 
imagery, allusion 

 Recognize that pieces of writing are 
always interpretations of reality, 
involving illusionary and 
argumentative techniques designed to 
provoke certain responses in the 
reader or spectator. Learn how to 
recognize these techniques and 
examine them critically. 

 Distinguish between and analyze the 
effect of different kinds of narration 
(1

st
, 2

nd
, 3

rd
-person; omniscient; 

limited) 

 Identify and evaluate a text’s narrative 
voice (its relation to the author; its 
tone – ironic? comic? – its reliability) 

 Identify and evaluate a text’s plot 
structure (climax, denouement, 
flashback, foreshadowing, conflict, 
resolution) 

 Identify and evaluate a text’s prose 
style (length of sentences; word 
choice; repetition; voice) 

 Use textual evidence to 
develop and support an 
interpretation of a literary 
work, and produce a 
significant amount of 
interpretive and analytical 
writing 

 Analyze how the form of a 
text (word choice, 
structure, genre, etc.) is 
integral to its 
meaning/effects 

 Read on both a literal and 
figurative level, 
distinguishing between 
denotative and 
connotative language 

 Identify and produce 
interpretive questions (vs. 
merely descriptive ones) 

 Answer interpretive 
questions with well-
defended arguments 

 Recognize and evaluate the 
validity of multiple 
interpretations of a literary 
work 

 

 Write well-
supported critical 
analyses in Standard 
American English, 
using MLA citation 
standards 

 Effectively 
communicate one’s 
point of view orally 
and work effectively 
in groups 

 Access and evaluate 
secondary sources 
in the discussion of 
literary texts 

 

 Demonstrate 
knowledge of literary 
movements and their 
connections to social 
and historical 
movements  

 Interpret literary 
works within their 
social, historical, and 
cultural contexts  

 Demonstrate 
awareness of the roles 
markers of identity 
(race, class, gender, 
sexual orientation) 
play in literary 
expression and 
interpretation and the 
ways texts 
characterize or fail to 
characterize 
individuals, groups, 
and cultures 

Examine and explain 
how literary texts both 
reflect and transform 
the social, political, 
literary, and other 
cultural contexts in 
which they are written 

 Identify assumptions, 
values, and beliefs 
underlying personal 
responses and 
interpretations 

 Distinguish between 
and evaluate 
subjective, 
unsupported 
responses and 
interpretations 
supported by textual 
evidence 

 Recognize the 
relationship(s) 
between writer, text, 
and reader, including 
the ways a reader’s 
experience shapes 
his/her interpretation 
of a text 

 Recognize a variety of 
critical approaches, 
such as materialist, 
psychological, 
formalist, historical, 
biographical, 
feminist, reader 
response 

 Read and respond to 
scholarly articles 

 



 

 

ENG 105 OUTCOMES—OWEAC 5-2011 
Describe Breadth and 
Depth of Literary 
Experience 

Analyze Literary Elements and 
Devices 

Practice close Reading, 
Interpretation, and Use of 
Textual Evidence in the 
interpretation of literary 
texts 

Communicate 
effectively, orally 
and in writing 

Analyze and 
Understand the 
Cultural, Social, and 
Aesthetic Significance 
of literary texts 

 Develop Critical 
Approaches to literary 
texts 

 Demonstrate familiarity 
with representative 
examples of works from 
various genres, 
historical periods, and 
cultures 

 Demonstrate familiarity 
with works by writers in 
diverse social positions 
and backgrounds 

 Compare elements of 
one work to those of 
others, whether across 
historical, cultural, 
generic, periodic, or 
other categories 

 Read literature to enter 
a dialogue with 
unfamiliar or 
alternative perspectives 

 Distinguish between 
genres: tragedy, 
comedy, tragicomedy, 
melodrama, absurdism, 
realism, satire, morality 
play, revenge tragedy, 
comedy of manners, 
commedia dell’art 

 Define clearly and use accurately 
vocabulary appropriate to the study 
of literature and the humanities: e.g., 
hero, protagonist, symbol, metaphor, 
image, figure of speech, allegory, 
irony, ambiguity, novel, play, short 
story, lyric poem, epic, 
narrative/narrator 

 Distinguish and describe the basic 
elements of literature: diction, 
setting, point of view, plot, 
characterization, tone, style, voice, 
theme, symbolism, imagery, allusion 

 Recognize that pieces of writing are 
always interpretations of reality, 
involving illusionary and 
argumentative techniques designed 
to provoke certain responses in the 
reader or spectator. Learn how to 
recognize these techniques and 
examine them critically. 

 Describe how elements of 
performance, including sets, 
costumes, lighting, music, makeup, 
casting, directing, and acting, affect 
the significance of the written text. 

 Distinguish between and analyze the 
effect of different kinds of theatrical 
language: dialogue, monologue, 
soliloquy, stage directions, prologue, 
epilogue, blank verse 

 Define and use accurately theatrical 
terms: staging, exposition, 
protagonist/antagonist, tragic hero, 
chorus, catharsis, dramatic irony 

 Use textual evidence to 
develop and support an 
interpretation of a literary 
work, and produce a 
significant amount of 
interpretive and analytical 
writing 

 Analyze how the form of a 
text (word choice, 
structure, genre, etc.) is 
integral to its 
meaning/effects 

 Read on both a literal and 
figurative level, 
distinguishing between 
denotative and connotative 
language 

 Identify and produce 
interpretive questions (vs. 
merely descriptive ones) 

 Answer interpretive 
questions with well-
defended arguments 

 Recognize and evaluate the 
validity of multiple 
interpretations of a literary 
work 

 Write well-
supported critical 
analyses in 
Standard American 
English, using MLA 
citation standards 

 Effectively 
communicate one’s 
point of view orally 
and work 
effectively in groups 

 Access and evaluate 
secondary sources 

 in the discussion of 
literary texts 

 

 Demonstrate 
knowledge of literary 
movements and their 
connections to social 
and historical 
movements  

 Interpret literary 
works within their 
social, historical, and 
cultural contexts  

 Demonstrate 
awareness of the 
roles markers of 
identity (race, class, 
gender, sexual 
orientation) play in 
literary expression 
and interpretation 
and the ways texts 
characterize or fail to 
characterize 
individuals, groups, 
and cultures 

Examine and explain 
how literary texts 
both reflect and 
transform the social, 
political, literary, and 
other cultural 
contexts in which 
they are written 

 Identify assumptions, 
values, and beliefs 
underlying personal 
responses and 
interpretations 

 Distinguish between 
and evaluate 
subjective, 
unsupported responses 
and interpretations 
supported by textual 
evidence 

 Recognize the 
relationship(s) between 
writer, text, and 
reader, including the 
ways a reader’s 
experience shapes 
his/her interpretation 
of a text 

 Recognize a variety of 
critical approaches, 
such as materialist, 
psychological, 
formalist, historical, 
biographical, feminist, 
reader response 

 Read and respond to 
scholarly articles 

 



 

 

ENG 106 OUTCOMES—OWEAC 5-2011 
Describe Breadth and 
Depth of Literary 
Experience 

Analyze Literary Elements and 
Devices 

Practice close Reading, 
Interpretation, and Use 
of Textual Evidence in 
the interpretation of 
literary texts 

Communicate 
effectively, orally 
and in writing 

Analyze and 
Understand the 
Cultural, Social, and 
Aesthetic Significance 
of literary texts 

 Develop Critical 
Approaches to literary 
texts 

 Demonstrate familiarity 
with representative 
examples of works from 
various genres, 
historical periods, and 
cultures 

 Demonstrate familiarity 
with works by writers in 
diverse social positions 
and backgrounds 

 Compare elements of 
one work to those of 
others, whether across 
historical, cultural, 
generic, periodic, or 
other categories 

 Read literature to enter 
a dialogue with 
unfamiliar or alternative 
perspectives 

 Describe how poetic 
language differs from 
everyday language 
and/or prose 

 Distinguish between 
representative forms: 
sonnet, ballad, ode, 
haiku, epic  

 Define clearly and use accurately 
vocabulary appropriate to the study 
of literature and the humanities: 
e.g., hero, protagonist, symbol, 
metaphor, image, figure of speech, 
allegory, irony, ambiguity, novel, 
play, short story, lyric poem, epic, 
narrative/narrator 

 Distinguish and describe the basic 
elements of literature: diction, 
setting, point of view, plot, 
characterization, tone, style, voice, 
theme, symbolism, imagery, allusion 

 Recognize that pieces of writing are 
always interpretations of reality, 
involving illusionary and 
argumentative techniques designed 
to provoke certain responses in the 
reader or spectator. Learn how to 
recognize these techniques and 
examine them critically. 

 Distinguish between and analyze the 
effect of different kinds of poetic 
language: blank verse, rhyme, free 
verse, meter, alliteration, assonance, 
consonance 

 Define and use accurately poetic 
terms: stanza, couplet, line, speaker, 
persona, iambic pentameter (etc.), 
caesura, enjambment 

 Use textual evidence to 
develop and support an 
interpretation of a 
literary work, and 
produce a significant 
amount of interpretive 
and analytical writing 

 Analyze how the form of 
a text (word choice, 
structure, genre, etc.) is 
integral to its 
meaning/effects 

 Read on both a literal and 
figurative level, 
distinguishing between 
denotative and 
connotative language 

 Identify and produce 
interpretive questions 
(vs. merely descriptive 
ones) 

 Answer interpretive 
questions with well-
defended arguments 

 Recognize and evaluate 
the validity of multiple 
interpretations of a 
literary work 

 Write well-
supported critical 
analyses in 
Standard 
American English, 
using MLA citation 
standards 

 Effectively 
communicate 
one’s point of view 
orally and work 
effectively in 
groups 

 Access and 
evaluate 
secondary sources 
in the discussion 
of literary texts 

 Demonstrate 
knowledge of literary 
movements and their 
connections to social 
and historical 
movements  

 Interpret literary works 
within their social, 
historical, and cultural 
contexts  

 Demonstrate 
awareness of the roles 
markers of identity 
(race, class, gender, 
sexual orientation) play 
in literary expression 
and interpretation and 
the ways texts 
characterize or fail to 
characterize 
individuals, groups, and 
cultures 

Examine and explain 
how literary texts both 
reflect and transform 
the social, political, 
literary, and other 
cultural contexts in 
which they are written 

 Identify assumptions, 
values, and beliefs 
underlying personal 
responses and 
interpretations 

 Distinguish between 
and evaluate subjective, 
unsupported responses 
and interpretations 
supported by textual 
evidence 

 Recognize the 
relationship(s) between 
writer, text, and reader, 
including the ways a 
reader’s experience 
shapes his/her 
interpretation of a text 

 Recognize a variety of 
critical approaches, such 
as materialist, 
psychological, formalist, 
historical, biographical, 
feminist, reader 
response 

 Read and respond to 
scholarly articles 

 

 

 


